CHAPTER VII

MINISTERS, THE SACRETARIATE AND OFFICIALS

The king was assisted in his work of administration by a 'Council of
Ministers' technically called Amtitya Pamat,1 or Mti/itri-Paristit* This Council
of Ministers was in fact a very ancient body. They had evolved from the Vcdic
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tikrts, king-makers, \vho later appeared as Rafti/ns.

Council f*j Ministers

The Arthasastrd* refers to this Council of Ministers at length and the
Sitkranltfi also seems to allude to such a Council in its enumeration of eight
ministers and in giving the nature of their function. The Jdtakas* call the
Council of Ministers ^Parisd. The Mahdvastu* and the edicts of Asoka7 ulso
know it by the same name. The poet associates this Council of Ministers with
the earlier royalties, but this feature was equally true of his own age.

'King and Ministers

Kalidasa dwells upon the importance of the ministers. The entire admi-
nistrative work was carried on by them. When absent from the kingdom,
the king left the administration in the hands of the ministers,8 The king at
one place9 informs his Minister thus: "Let your intelligence alone protect
the subjects for a time/' Sometimes a royal voluptuary conducted the regal
affairs indispensable to the king for some years in person, and then having con-
signed them to the care of his ministers, had his prime solely devoted to the
servire of young women.10 Thus the two powers that governed a kingdom
were the king's hand (dbanxb) and the ministers5 head. When the former
was engaged (vydpftam} elsewhere the latter alone (kevala) remained to carry on
the work of administration at home.11 The king has been called by the
poet sadvasakJMhn implying that he and his ministers always acted in perfect
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